
Engaging Places
architecture and the built environment 
as a learning resource



The buildings that surround us make a huge impact 
on our everyday lives. Children and young people 
in particular, when given the right encouragement, 
have a huge amount to say about what inspires 
them and what they would like to change about the 
place they live in. Summarised here are some of 
the many ways in which their imagination has been 
captured by working on architecture and building 
projects.   

Of course developing skills, knowledge and critical 
faculties relates directly to the curriculum. But more 
importantly, throughout the pages of this document, 
shines through the potential for translating this 
early enthusiasm into greater participation in the 
improvement of architecture and urban design. 
The organisations which make up the Architecture 
Centre Network are dedicated to life-long education 
and have contributed significantly to the increasing 
use of the built environment as an educational 
resource.

Our goal is to allow children and young people to 
express their latent creativity and to get the life-long 
habit of participating in culture, no matter what 
their background. Just like our flagship Creative 
Partnership programme, CABE Education is pushing 
the boundaries to help make that happen. Engaging 
Places provides just a taster of the kind of exciting 
work going on up and down the country, helping a 
whole generation understand and participate in the 
things that contribute to our quality of life.

Tessa Jowell
Secretary of State for Culture Media and Sport 
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This publication is a snapshot of the many creative 
ways that the built environment is currently being 
used as the basis for educational projects with 
children and young people. What is the built 
environment? It’s the mix of public and private 
buildings of all ages, the transport infrastructure 
and the spaces in between, such as parks and 
squares, that combine to make up our villages, 
towns and cities. Within this, what is architecture? It 
is the practice of designing and building structures 
especially habitable ones. 

We hope that this booklet will inspire you to exploit 
what is a tremendously rich, multi-faceted, inclusive, 
and readily accessible resource for learning. The 
fourteen case studies that follow show the potential 
to learn about, and through, something that affects 
everyone, everyday. The opportunities for problem 
solving, creativity, decision-making and participation 
can develop the skills young people need to play an 
active part in shaping their world. 

We have chosen the case studies to illustrate:

//  Different approaches to exploring the 
built environment, from collaboration with 
architecture students to on-line design 
challenges

//  The use of the built environment in ways to 
suit children of different ages

//  A wide variety of partnerships, including 
links between schools, design professionals 
and the wider community

//  Teaching and learning across the 
curriculum, from Art & Design to Science, 
Geography to Citizenship and in informing 
career choices

//  The use of historical and contemporary 
buildings, and of open spaces

//  Activity happening all over the country

Core information about the particular projects and 
the organisations involved is summarised in each 
case study. Contact details and sources of further 
information are also included should you want 
to know more. Many of the organisations have a 
national remit and can provide support wherever 
you are located. There is also a full listing of 
Architecture Centre Network members and contact 
details for other organisations involved in built 
environment education at the end of the publication.
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A national programme inspires creativity in primary and secondary school pupils 

by joining them up with design professionals to introduce school improvements 

through design.

The Sorrell Foundation

Enabling school pupils to improve the 
quality of their learning environment

// 07

CONTACT
The Sorrell Foundation
The Gymnasium
56 Kingsway Place 
Sans Walk 
London EC1R 0LU

020 7014 5309
www.thesorrellfoundation.com

Sharon Plant, Director

AUDIENCE
Primary & secondary schools.

AIMS
To join up young people with world class 
designers to improve the quality of life in 
schools.

OUTCOMES
A process that engages young people in the 
improvement of their school environment 
and that creates transferable models for 
solutions to design problems. 

LESSONS LEARNT
Working with outside professionals provides 
students and teachers with valuable 
opportunities that motivate, enhance and 
extend teaching and learning practices. 
Projects provide user-led thinking about and 
experience in shaping the environment.

WHAT NEXT?
The DfES is funding 100 projects in primary 
and secondary schools over the next three 
years.

FUNDING PARTNERS
Department for Education & Skills

The Sorrell Foundation

joinedupdesignforschools was initiated by The 
Sorrell Foundation in 1999. It joins up UK designers 
with schools across the country to demonstrate 
how design and creativity can improve the quality of 
life and learning in schools. In each case, the school 
pupils are the client, creating a brief and taking 
responsibility for the project, working with design 
companies. Client teams are briefed and given 
guidelines for the process that will follow. They 
work together to prepare their brief and present it 
to their designers. 

We saw things we hadn’t seen before, things 
that we had never thought of. I learnt to be 
more open-minded and to go for it. 
Jessica Milner (aged 17), Client

‘The thinking behind the classroom of the future’ 
was a partnership between five girls aged 16-
17, from Monk Seaton Community High School, 
Newcastle, and Fletcher Priest Associates. The 
Monk Seaton client team explained that: “the 
English department is in need of a makeover! We 
want to improve the quality of air and have lots of 
natural light. We would like bold, bright colours, 
adjustable modern furniture and flexible spaces to 
work in with plenty of storage.” 

I was deeply impressed… their brief was all 
about light, space, environment, even acoustic 
separation. They understood thoroughly what 
affected their performance in class and that of 
their teachers. Keith Priest, Architect

The designers developed their thinking, and held 
regular meetings with their clients to discuss ideas. 
Their final concept provided lots of daylight and 
fresh air as well as offering extra circulinear spaces 
attached to standard rectangular classrooms. 

The Monk Seaton client team with the design team from 
Fletcher Priest Architects and teacher from Monk Seaton 
Community High School

Peter Ham
ilton / Sorrell Foundation

Fletcher Priest Architects / Sorrell Foundation

We’re not given any power at all as students. 
We don’t really have a say. To be so involved 
and be so important! We’ve done a lot more 
than I thought we could. 
Gemma Dowse (aged 17), Client

The design is to be developed and has become the 
starting point for the renovation of the school site.

I was a bit cynical, I didn’t think it would work 
so well. But it’s been brilliant for the students 
and for me. Katherine Furness, Teacher

The projects offer students skills in communication, 
presentation techniques, brainstorming, 
management, negotiation, creativity, and teamwork 
and, most importantly, self-confidence and self-
belief in their own creativity. The schools’ briefs are 
various and address a range of issues such as the 
school identity, and uniform to the design of the 
canteen. 

The real consumers of education are the 
students – so we must trust them and let them 
have the vision, let them raise the problems 
they see as central. This offers a way forward 
to change schools up and down the country 
– to change learning environments. That’s 
really exciting. Dr Paul Kelly, Head Teacher

Fletcher Priest Architects / Sorrell Foundation
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An architecture centre uses popular themes to engage young people in the 

regeneration of their local community facilities.

Real and The Lighthouse

An interactive on-line resource that 
uses football to explore regeneration
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CONTACT
The Lighthouse
11 Mitchell Lane 
Glasgow G1 3NU

0141 225 8400
www.thelighthouse.co.uk 

Dawnne McGeachy, 
Creative Digital Co-ordinator

AUDIENCE
Community groups, schools, public and 
professionals

AIMS
To seek and develop alternative learning 
approaches that foster and sustain life-
long learning.

OUTCOMES
An adaptable on-line resource and 
training programme.

LESSONS LEARNT
A cost effective way of developing a 
website resource where the virtual 
content is drawn directly from a real life 
project.

WHAT NEXT?
Combined with training for community 
group leaders and artist workshops it 
provides a learning template for after 
school programmes.

FUNDING PARTNERS
Scottish Enterprise Glasgow 

Lifelong Learning Directorate 

Real

Scottish Arts Council

My Perfect Pitch (www.intoreal.com/learners/
creativelearning/bites/architecture), can be 
modified to meet the needs of a particular 
regeneration project and allow participants to play 
a central role in its development. It is the result of 
an off-line multi-disciplinary arts project developed 
with Perthshire Junior Football Club, GLAS (Glasgow 
Letters of Architecture & Space) and Hawthorne 
Housing Association, to regenerate a local football 
pitch and community facility. 

Democratising architecture is the priority 
for The Lighthouse and it is important that 
we do it in ways that are both innovative and 
contemporary. 
Dr Stuart Mac Donald, Director of The Lighthouse

On arrival at the homepage, an engaging football 
pundit style interview between a reporter and 
manager explains the principles and processes 
involved in regeneration, and the role of an architect 
and skills required when designing a stadium for a 
community. In Tactics, the ‘Pre Match’ explains what 
regeneration means in a local and global context. 

‘The Match’ outlines the Perthshire 
Junior Football Club Project where 
young people aged 6-13, worked with 
an architect to develop ideas for strip 
designs, club logos, make models of a 
dream stadium and a film. They learnt 
new skills, met with creative professionals, 
and throughout the learning experiences 
were linked to the design processes 
an architect uses. After highlighting 
those involved (The Players) and showing 
examples of work from the sessions, the 
‘Post Match Analysis’ concludes with the 
projects’ conclusions, aims and objectives 
achieved.

 

By grounding the exercises in football we 
found a common language that easily broke 
down intellectual and conceptual barriers, 
leaving the kids free to explore and learn 
some of the basic principles of architecture 
and planning. 
Paul Farren, Architect & Workshop Leader

The user is then guided through a step-by-step 
process to design a stadium. Starting with Creating 
a Brief, components such as a pitch and car park, 
are dragged onto the boardroom table while an 
accountant monitors a budget. On submitting an 
acceptable proposal a certificate flashes onto 
screen with a newspaper headline relevant to the 
proposal.  

Next the user conducts a Site Analysis and selects 
an area to build the stadium. Pop-up dialogue boxes 
assess the impact on environment and community. 
A computer aided design tutorial enables the 
user to draw the plans for a stadium including 
changing rooms and architectural symbols. Finally 
it is possible to view the site in real-time 3D, using 
cameras to zoom in and pan around.

G
LAS (G

lasgow
 Letters of Architecture & Space

Real is a unique partnership (www.intoreal.com/
learners/real) promoting collaboration and 
innovation in the design and delivery of learning, 
utilising new technologies. Together, Real and The 
Lighthouse have created an interactive learning 
environment aimed at motivating disengaged 
learners through out-of-school community centres.

© Junction-18  © Scottish Enterprise Glasgow
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A regional architecture centre uses the built environment as a source of ideas for 

creativity and collaboration between artists, architects, and teachers.

Cube

Using creativity to enrich 
the school curriculum
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CONTACT
Cube (Centre for Understanding the 
Built Environment)
113-115 Portland Street 
Manchester M1 6FB

0161 237 5525
www.cube.org.uk
info@cube.org.uk

John Bishop, Education Officer

AUDIENCE
Early years, primary & secondary schools 
and teachers, creative practitioners.

AIMS
To assist teachers in the delivery of the 
National Curriculum and to enrich the 
learning process of children through projects 
that explore the built environment of towns 
and cities.

OUTCOMES
To establish learning links with other subject 
areas of the curriculum and enable teachers 
to self-initiate similar projects in the future.

LESSONS LEARNT
Collaborative planning is the key to success.

WHAT NEXT?
To develop and disseminate this 
methodology amongst teachers and creative 
practitioners and enable them to embark on 
similar projects in their own area.

FUNDING PARTNERS
CABE

CAPE UK (Creative Arts Partnership in 
Education)

65 eight-year-old children took part in 
The Window in the Wall project at Newall Green 
Junior School in Manchester. They worked with 
five teachers and four ‘creative collaborators’ from 
architecture, sculpture, and painting to visualise 
what it would be like to live in the centre of a city.

The planning evolved from a discussion between the 
teachers and artists focusing on ways to promote 
creative learning. Direct links were made with 
National Curriculum schemes of work in Geography 
and Art.

This was one of the most exciting and 
innovative projects that we have undertaken in 
these days when creativity seems neglected in 
education. The benefit for the pupils was that 
they were empowered to reflect on difficult 
yet key concepts of the National Curriculum 
through active involvement with artists. 
Head Teacher, Newall Green Junior School

The project began with a discussion around 
questions such as – What is a city? What is the 
difference between the city centre and the suburbs? 
What makes a place good to live in? What makes 
places different? Together they looked at artists’ 
images and maps of cities, and talked about what 
the children felt it would like to live in such a place.

Can you tell my mum and dad about this 
because I want to live in the city. Pupil

At the core of this project was a story about a child 
who lives in a city centre flat. The child describes 
what she can see from her window looking down 
into the street. The children had to imagine 
themselves in that situation and draw and paint what 
they imagined they would see from their window.

They then worked with the artists 
to produce images and structures 
based on their drawings and 
paintings. The scale of the work 
undertaken was larger than that 
normally tackled in the classroom 
and the techniques and materials 
used were new to the children. 

The project was an example of good 
collaborative practice with the children 
working together and helping each other; they 
shared ideas of what to put in the pictures. 
Year 3 Teacher, Newall Green Junior School 

The culmination of each four-week project is an 
exhibition in the Young Persons Gallery at CUBE. 
This is both an evaluation of the learning that has 
taken place, and a celebration of the children’s 
creativity that can be shared by the school 
community and the general public. 

The gallery is a jewel well worth a visit for anyone 
interested in creativity and education.

©
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CONTACT
The Building Exploratory
The Professional Development Centre
Albion Drive
Hackney
London E8 4ET

mail@building.org.uk
www.buildingexploratory.org.uk

Nicole Crockett, Director

AUDIENCE
Primary and secondary schools, school 
clubs, youth groups and families.

AIMS
Children learn to understand maps, 
explore the construction of buildings, 
they consider different types of homes 
and how they relate to the wider context, 
the fabric of the earth and the solar 
system.

OUTCOMES
A knowledge and understanding of the 
local built environment.

LESSONS LEARNT
The interactive resources facilitate a 
deeper level of learning, therefore the 
centre is looking to develop portable 
models for classroom-based workshops.

WHAT NEXT?
www.brickfields.org.uk is a new 
interactive website that explores the 
local landscape, buildings and people, 
from Roman times to the present day, 
funded by The New Opportunities Fund.

FUNDING PARTNERS
Arts Council England

CABE

Paul Hamlyn Foundation

English Heritage

Copus
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Located in Hackney, East London, The Building Exploratory provides innovative 

hands-on exhibitions and workshops for local schools and community groups.

The Building Exploratory

Investigating a local area
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The Building Exploratory has developed a 
fascinating collection of interactive displays that 
explore architecture, urban planning and design 
engineering, construction, housing, geography, 
history and heritage in fun and enticing ways.

Investigating Your Local Area is a series of group 
activities based around four of the key exhibits.

Can you read this map - do you know where it 
is? Education Officer
EastEnders! Look at the river it’s London isn’t 
it? Primary Pupils

The children look at models that demonstrate how 
places can be represented in different forms and 
from different perspectives. They identify and locate 
familiar aspects of their environment such as the 
River Thames, The City and Hackney.

I particularly liked the way the children were 
introduced - from the planets to Islington and 
Hackney. KS2 Primary Teacher

They explore a jigsaw of London boroughs that 
reveal the tube and railway lines. This is replaced 
with a piece of street map so they can learn 
how transportation connects places to the wider 
geography.

Using a giant map of Hackney, the children identify 
features such as buildings, water, green spaces and 
roads, and consider the quality of an environment.

What do you think it would be like if we took all 
the green spaces away? Education Officer

Boring, there’d be no space to play... it’d be 
polluted. Primary Pupils

What about if we took all the buildings away? 
Education Officer

It’d be one big green field...we would have 
nothing to eat except grass. Primary Pupils

Next children add buildings, cars, houses, 
community amenities and trees to a model of a 
street and talk about the impact of these additions. 
In shaping this environment they identify the 
elements that make up our everyday streetscapes.

Finally the children observe photographs of Hackney 
houses and vote for their favourite. Focusing on a 
model of a tower block they discuss solutions for 
derelict buildings, “you could clean or decorate 
it!”. They imagine their own designs,“it would be 
a curved and made all out of recycled wood”... “it 
would be a sphere connected to other spheres with 
escalators and my best friends would live in the 
other spheres”, and consider what it might be like 
to live there.

I liked the way the children were asked about 
what they thought... Primary Teacher

This was a great way to explore Hackney’s 
buildings. Primary Teacher

Other workshops include Safer Routes to School, 
Scale Measurement and Model Making and 
Construction.  All are designed to link to the 
National Curriculum subject areas.

©
 The Building Exploratory

©
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©
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CONTACT
BALTIC The Centre for Contemporary Art
South Shore Road
Gateshead NE8 3BA

0191 478 1810
judew@balticmill.com
www. thewaywelive.co.uk

Jude Watt, Education & 
Public Programmes

AUDIENCE
Schools, public, community groups, 
further education.

AIMS
To engage young people in investigating 
the impact of contemporary art, 
architecture and town planning on their 
daily lives.

OUTCOMES
Learning new skills in digital filmmaking, 
editing, sound and interview techniques. 
Challenging existing views of architecture 
and town planning.

LESSONS LEARNT
To introduce young people to the 
difference of opinion around the pavilion, 
present it for what it was supposed to 
be, and have people draw their own 
conclusions.

WHAT NEXT?
The Way We Live is currently being 
developed into a CD-Rom teaching and 
information resource aimed at a wide 
range of audiences. The CD-Rom will be 
supported by an InSET session and an 
exhibition in autumn 2003.

FUNDING PARTNERS
Arts Council England

BALTIC, The Centre for Contemporary Art

Northern Architecture

Peterlee Education Action Zone

The project The Way We Live began during 
Architecture Week 2002 when six teenagers from 
Shotton Hall School worked with BALTIC and a 
regionally based filmmaker Andrew Stafford Hardie, 
to create a film. They focused on the Apollo Pavilion 
in order to investigate the impact of contemporary 
architecture on the way we live. Designed by artist 
Victor Pasmore and built as a recreational space 
during the height of the 1960s regeneration of 
Peterlee, the unpopular structure has since fallen 
into severe disrepair.

The aim of the project was to get across the 
difference of opinion around the pavilion, present 
it for what it was supposed to be, and have people 
draw their own conclusions. Student

The group researched the history of Peterlee New 
Town, and the Pavilion, and looked at examples of 
Victor Pasmore’s work. They met the Architecture 

BALTIC, The Centre for Contemporary Art uses film to encourage 

teenagers to look at the impact of visionary architecture and town planning in 

their local environment.

BALTIC Centre for Contem
porary Art

Engaging with contemporary 
architecture through film
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Association, John Pasmore (Victor Pasmore’s son) 
and designer Wayne Hemingway, and discussed the 
role of the designer in urban planning.

After receiving guidance in interviewing techniques 
from BBC Radio Newcastle they interviewed family 
and friends who hang around the Pavilion or live in 
the surrounding neighbourhood. Using the editing 
equipment at BALTIC Learning Centre, the group 
were involved in every stage of film production.

We learnt film techniques, use of cameras, and 
editing. It also helped our communication skills, 
interviewing and listening to people. Student

The North of England is still one of the most socially 
and economically disadvantaged areas in the United 
Kingdom. The County of Durham is particularly 
affected and suffers high levels of truancy, 
unemployment, crime and low levels of educational 
achievement and self esteem amongst the young 
people in many communities across the region.

Learning new skills in filmmaking, editing and 
interview techniques motivated the students to take 
a deeper look at the Pasmore Pavilion and better 
understand the visionary ideas behind the creation 
of Peterlee New Town. The Peterlee pavilion was a 
threatened structure so it was a poignant time to 
work with the local community in researching its 
relevance to their daily life.

My view of it has changed. I used to think it was 
just a piece of rubbish, but now I realise that it 
was meant to be something which would represent 
Peterlee. Student

The project evolved against the backdrop of the 
newly opened BALTIC and the cultural regeneration 
currently transforming East Gateshead. The film 
was premiered at Shotton Hall School, Peterlee, 
January 2003, for everyone involved in the project.

After watching the film the audience stayed behind 
for hours talking about the pavilion and I think a lot 
of people have changed their minds. Student

©
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An architecture school has developed a cross-curricular approach where 

architecture students and school children collaborate to learn from each other.

Birm
ingham

 School of Architecture & Landscape

Making learning connections
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CONTACT
Birmingham School of Architecture 
and Landscape
Faculty of the Built Environment
University of Central England, Birmingham
Perry Barr, Birmingham B42 2SU

Telephone: 0121 331 5130/5125  
judy.appleby@uce.ac.uk

Dr Judy Appleby

AUDIENCE
Primary schools KS2 & 2nd Year 
Architecture students

AIMS
Education for particpation.

OUTCOMES
The creation of models and drawings 
enables a participatory learning process 
that develops communication and teamwork 
skills.

LESSONS LEARNT
A cross-curricular approach serves to find 
and explore the connections between the 
‘real’ built environment and ‘theoretical’ 
school learning.

WHAT NEXT?
Develop similar programmes in other areas 
with architecture schools and associated 
design disciplines.

FUNDING PARTNERS
Creative Partnerships Birmingham, 
Arts Council England

RIBA West Midlands

UCE Birmingham

Some 500 students of Architecture, and around 
2500 primary school children, have participated in 
Connections. It is a compulsory module for second 
year Architecture undergraduates at Birmingham 
School of Architecture & Landscape. Its exploratory 
approach is about understanding and demonstrating 
the connections between architectural design 
theory and school subject areas. Six to eight 
students and school pupils work together to 
develop their designs during five half-day classroom 
sessions, and conclude with a presentation at the 
university.

The way the children and students work 
together makes it more ‘hands-on’, more real 
for them. They can see a purpose in their 
work, and they have an audience. 
Class Teacher, Chadvale Primary

30 Year 5 children from Chadvale Primary School 
and seven students worked on a science project 
about habitats and life cycles that linked to science, 
design technology and art. A study of animals as 
architects produced models and paintings inspired 
by nests and natural geometries. They tested for 
strength, thermal insulation, durability, and flexibility 
using mud, moss, twigs, leaves, willow and clay.

I enjoyed working with the willow because we 
made a strong design. I wouldn’t like to live 
in this shelter because it is cramped and isn’t 
watertight. Year 5 Pupil

Throughout the process the emphasis is on 
effective communication and participation. This 
is achieved through a range of interpretations, 
proposals, and teamwork. 

I think we should do this again because the 
students helped us get our goal. I learned 
about architecture and we also learned about 
teamwork and co-operation. Year 5 Pupil

It taught me never to underestimate others. 
Architecture Student

Working with teachers and young people, through 
a range of subject areas, architecture students 
find ways of communicating the complex concepts 
related to their profession. This experience 
informs students’ own practice and improves their 
understanding of public interests and needs. 

The project changed my views on 
architecture. I’m always over complicating 
things when there are simple solutions. 
Architecture Student

Schools pupils and teachers learn new perspectives 
on, and an understanding of, their built environment. 

Our children can have a very limited idea of 
what they might do when they leave school. 
When they work with the students they 
can understand that there are reasons for 
learning. Head Teacher, Chadvale Primary

Methods of delivery employed during the 
architecture workshops serve to inform other areas 
of teaching and learning within schools.

When the children come to the university they 
have to explain the learning they’ve taken on 
board, and the process they’ve gone through. 
It embeds their learning. We’ve taken that 
further in our own teaching style. 
Head Teacher St James C of E Primary School

©
 Judy Appleby
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CONTACT
English Heritage Education
23 Saville Row, 
London W1S 2ET

020 7973 3000
www.english-heritage.org.uk

Ken Glen, Education Manager

English Heritage Education, 
North West Region
0161 2421425

Dilys Horwich, Education Officer

AUDIENCE
Primary & secondary teachers.

AIMS
Investigating the historic environment 
through a range of curriculum areas.

OUTCOMES
The video of the project, ‘Getting in 
the Swim’ is available on a two week 
free loan from ehsales@gillards.com 
(product code 34082). An outline of the 
project and work plans are available from 
www.english-heritage.org.uk. Heritage 
Learning, published three times a year, 
includes further examples of case studies 
and resources. 

LESSONS LEARNT
Demonstrates how buildings on a 
school’s doorstep can be used to explore 
the historic environment across the 
curriculum.

WHAT NEXT?
English Heritage is developing a new 
video that draws on a range of case 
studies to enable teachers to investigate 
their local environment. See website for 
further details.

FUNDING PARTNERS
English Heritage Education

English Heritage offers support to teachers 
through published resources, site visits, and 
training workshops. Education officers nationwide 
offer advice on using sites, exploring the local 
environment, and opportunities for studying 
citizenship. A series of pilot projects with primary 
and secondary schools have resulted in various 
case studies aimed at encouraging other schools to 
develop their own teaching and learning strategies.

In the Swim – Exploring Manchester’s Water 
Palace, was initiated by English Heritage North 
West, and developed with Year 5 teachers, at 
Plymouth Grove Primary School. 

Our aim was to show how buildings on a 
school’s doorstep can be just as stimulating as 
a castle or historic house. The strategies used 
were designed to promote skills that can be 
transferred to other locations. After all, most 
towns have Victorian buildings. 
Dilys Horwich, English Heritage Education Officer, 
North West Region

The project demonstrates how historic sports 
venues, such as Victoria Baths, Manchester, can be 
used to stimulate work across the curriculum.

One of the areas that we were particularly 
interested in developing from the baths was to 
do with the children’s responsibility for things 
that are happening in their area, and in their 
own environment. 
Teacher, Plymouth Grove Primary School

A national provider in heritage education provides comprehensive 

support to teachers through a range of subject areas using flexible and 

creative approaches.

English Heritage

Investigating the historic environment
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Pupils made a tour of the now disused site, and 
recorded their initial reactions to the building inside 
and out. They were asked to produce a guide of the 
baths for visitors to share with their families and 
friends. They divided into groups and focused on 
particular aspects of site; Patterns, Then and Now, 
Decay, Different Uses, and Style and Decoration. 
They compared the baths past and present, 
observed the decay of the building and assessed 
necessary repair work. They examined areas of the 
building for different functions and assessed the 
cost of the elaborate decorations and their worth. 

My favourite part was the fishes on the floor… 
I’d like it to open again. Year 5 Pupil

They used different methods to record evidence 
and developed and shared their work in the 
classroom using their notes, photographs, archive 
material, sketches, recordings from interviews with 
Trustees and local people who had used the baths, 
and art activities. Finally they presented a video 
of the work to an adult audience at the English 
Heritage Sporting Chance conference.

Working with English Heritage has given us 
a framework with which to investigate our 
own school building. The local authority is 
considering demolishing it so we’re involved in 
our own awareness raising campaign and will 
be revisiting many of the same issues. 
Pat Cantillon, Head Teacher, 
Plymouth Grove Primary Schooll
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A national programme provides hands-on workshops that inform young people 

about the construction industry and how places are made. 

Construction Industry Training Board

Enthusing and involving young people 
through construction activities

// 21

CONTACT
CITB National Call Centre

01485 577577
www.citb.co.uk

CITB North West

Kay Leech, Education Manager
01744 694806

AUDIENCE
Primary and Secondary schools pupils and 
teachers, further education, business, and 
industry. 

AIMS
To promote construction as a context for 
learning. 

OUTCOMES
A interactive CD-Rom of the Construction 
Award Scheme resource is available from 
www.citb.co.uk. Other programmes include 
Construction Based Exercises and The 
Ambassadors in Schools Workshops.

LESSONS LEARNT
Activities can be teacher initiated and 
classroom based, developed by industry 
experts or linked to outside sites.

WHAT NEXT?
CITB is looking to develop and extend the 
award scheme across Key Stages 1-3.

FUNDING PARTNERS
CITB 

East Lancashire Business Partnership

The Construction Industry Training Board’s 
(CITB) aim is to promote and facilitate the 
recruitment, training and qualifying of sufficient 
people in the skills needed for a world-class 
construction industry. Hands-on activities introduce 
school pupils to the industry and the responsibilities 
related to the construction of places. 

CITB’s Construction Award Scheme provides a 
flexible framework for learning and a resource for 
curriculum centres and schools, aimed at young 
people aged from five to 14. 

The bronze, silver and gold awards are designed 
to reward students who do work that uses the 
construction industry as a context for learning, 
using the areas of study; shelter, structures, 
materials and systems. The exercises are designed 
to support many aspects of the curriculum. 
Completed projects must conform to a validation 
process and support is encouraged from 
construction employers.

Over 240 Year 8 students took part in an award 
scheme at Rhyddings High School, Oswaldtwistle, in 
East Lancashire. The school was involved in a £1.5 
million refurbishment and new build project.

When construction goes on in any school it 
generally has detrimental affect on the school. 
I was determined to make a positive out of a 
negative. Barry Burke, Head Teacher, 
Rhyddings High School

In collaboration with Conlon Construction and 
Lancashire County Council, teachers from Science, 
Maths, English, Careers and PSHE took part in 
linking the curriculum with the work on site. Pupils 
visited and investigated the site from a variety of 
perspectives.

To support Maths they studied scale drawings 
and explored ratios using the mixes required for 
preparing building materials such as concrete. 
They discovered what would happen if they mixed 
incorrect proportions. In Science they explored 
thermal insulation by looking at the thermal 
conductivity of window frames. Using glass beakers 
wrapped in cotton wool and thermometers they 
experimented, discussed the use of rock wool, 
double-glazing and health and safety issues. In 
English they taped and transcribed meetings 
between the site contractors in order to realise the 
importance of the written word and its application 
in legal contracts. A six-week careers programme 
was devised where students interviewed each 
of the workers about their jobs. They learnt the 
importance of time-keeping, the responsibilities 
involved in working as a team, and the application 
of learning in relation to a real context. Finally 
around 200 bronze, 100 silver and 30 gold awards 
were presented to students by the chairwoman 
of the construction company at a public award 
ceremony.

In 2002 CITB undertook activities with over 6000 
schools and more than 130,000 pupils took part 
through the ten regional offices and in partnership 
with local colleges, Regional Development 
Agencies, the Learning Skills Council, and schools. 

28 reception pupils 
from Mary Swanwick 
Community Primary 
School in Chesterfield 
visited a new housing 
development. 
Mexborough-based Ben 
Bailey Homes supported 
the school with their 
Construction Industry 
Award Scheme project, 
which focused on the 
theme of “Houses and 
Homes”. 

©
 CITB
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An architecture centre opens up leading public buildings to create learning 

opportunities for teachers and students.

London O
pen House

Providing young people with 
access to public buildings

// 23

CONTACT
Architecture Link / 
London Open House
1st Floor (Unit C1) Linton House
39-51 Highgate Road
London NW5 1RS

020 7267 2070
vthornton@londonopenhouse.org
www.londonopenhouse.org

Victoria Thornton, Director

AUDIENCE
Primary and secondary schools.

AIMS
To provide access to, direct observation 
of, and experiences in relation to 
buildings, in order to promote a 
discovery of architecture, and develop 
partnerships between teachers, 
architects and other construction 
professionals.

OUTCOMES
An introduction to architecture. InSET 
and resource materials are available for 
primary and secondary teachers.

LESSONS LEARNT
The chance for pupils to experience 
good design first hand proved invaluable 
to their overall experience. It was 
valuable for the architectural profession 
to experience the challenge of explaining 
buildings to young people.

WHAT NEXT?
Secure funding to ensure future success 
in terms of delivering the event, resource 
materials at the appropriate levels, and 
be able to respond to schools’ individual 
requirements.  

FUNDING PARTNERS
The Tanner Trust

Private donations

‘Open Up!’ provided an opportunity for around 
400 inner-city school children aged 11-14, and 
their teachers, to visit over 50 of London’s leading 
buildings. 12 schools participated in the pilot 
scheme designed to develop an understanding 
of the built environment using London’s wealth of 
architecture. The buildings covered a variety of 
styles and periods of construction including the 
Lloyds Building, Lord Richard Rogers’ house and the 
Royal Albert Hall. The project comprised four parts; 
a training day for teachers, a visit to a building, 
workshops and an exhibition. 

Martin Chandler, a Design & Technology teacher 
from St Angela’s Ursuline Shool, Newham, London 
attended an INSET course at Goldsmiths College, 
University of Central England, where he was 
introduced to architecture and asked to select a 
building. He chose the Channel 4 headquarters 
because of its stunning and innovative design but 
also to contrast the architecture of the school. 

It extends the curriculum and hopefully their 
imaginations! Teacher

‘Open Up!’ provided teachers’ notes and student 
Log Books investigating the themes ‘Elements & 
Materials’, ‘People & Buildings’, ‘Spaces & Materials’ 
and ‘Surfaces & Space’. 

It was excellent - the booklets were very 
useful. Martin Chandler, Head of Design, St 
Angela’s Ursuline School

On their visit to the Channel 4 building the class of 
25 pupils were given a guided tour by an architect. 
They recorded their observations with the help 
of their logbooks which helped pupils make clear 
and relevant observations. Following the visit 
classroom workshops were developed with the 
support of professional architects and a University 
Lecturer from Goldsmith College’s BA Education 
with the Design Technology course. All parties 
worked closely together to deliver a comprehensive 
approach that met the aims of the curriculum.

The students are able to appreciate that their 
environment just does not happen by chance. 
Teacher

The aim of the workshops was to interpret the 
building and create a model or structure that 
investigated a theme such as light, the buildings 
façade, internal and external structures and 
public flow through the buildings space. Using a 
bibliography pupils were able to develop their own 
research including a visit to www.architecturelink.
org.uk. Activities included collage, model-making, 
photography, computer graphics and drawing. 
Pupils’ models were displayed in the buildings at the 
London Open House Weekend, when each year the 
general public can visit the various buildings.

It was a great feeling having my work 
displayed in the building, for the public to see. 
Year 9 Pupil, St Angela’s Ursuline School

I would love to take the pupils again as it is out 
of their realm of experience.  They may never 
again get to see a place like this. 
Year 8 Teacher
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A national programme that provides alternative learning opportunities 

for students at risk of being excluded from school.

G
roundw

ork

Developing young people’s personal, social and 
practical skills through environmental action
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CONTACT
National Office: Groundwork UK
85-87 Cornwall Street
Birmingham B3 3BY

www.groundwork.org.uk
info@groundwork.org.uk
0121 236 8565

Groundwork Leeds
Parvez Hussain, Project Co-ordinator

0113 2380601

AUDIENCE
Motive8: secondary students in areas of 
multiple deprivation.

Groundwork UK: Schools, public, businesses 
and community groups.

AIMS
To help young people realise their potential.

OUTCOMES
A model for alternative curriculum delivery.

LESSONS LEARNT
Motive8 demonstrates that practical, 
community based environmental action can 
inspire even the most disaffected young 
people to get involved in their community, 
and change wider perceptions.

Projects have highlighted the value the 
voluntary sector can bring to local authority 
youth and education work, and their ability 
to work with groups that are often hard to 
reach.

WHAT NEXT?
Groundwork are seeking further funding to 
continue the Motive8 initiative. They aim to 
develop better means of evaluating projects 
and their local impact, and are looking at 
how to support young people’s reintegration 
into school.

FUNDING PARTNERS
Groundwork UK

Dresdner Kleinwort Wassentein 

The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister

Motive8, is a Groundwork initiative for young 
people unable to benefit from formal education 
provision. Alternative practical activities engage 
them in helping to improve the environment, 
connect with other people in their neighbourhood, 
and help improve perceptions within the wider 
community.

Motivate Trio; Groundwork Leeds, Nacro, and Belle 
Isle Foundation, developed an exciting 10-week 
educational experience for nine Year 9 students, 
from three secondary schools in deprived areas of 
Holbeck, Beeston and Middleton, South Leeds. 

This project has been a great partnership 
between the young people, the schools 
and ourselves. The project has shown how 
much young people can contribute to our 
communities. 
Executive Director of Groundwork Leeds

Activities were located in the environment and 
designed to inspire self-esteem, responsibility, and 
develop social and practical skills.

The students found the project educational 
and learnt many new skills that they would not 
have been taught within the general school 
curriculum. The course has been responsible 
for the substantial increases in their school 
attendance. 
Education Welfare Service, Cockburn High School

Practical activities aimed at improving their 
relationship with the local community and learning 
about their environment included a woodland 
management training session at Middleton Woods. 
This provided an exercise in path making and tree 
doctoring, whilst planting flowers and bulbs in St. 
Matthews’ churchyard brought a welcome splash of 
colour. With a landscape architect they designed a 
bench for a local amenity.

©
 Parvez Hussain

The project has been a 
valuable tool in the young 
people’s opportunities to recognise their own 
potential and opens the door for progression 
into further education, training and 
employment. 
Youth Worker for Nacro

Health matters were addressed in workshops on 
drug awareness, healthy eating, Emergency First 
Aid, and a mountain biking expedition.

We have seen significant improvement in their 
confidence. The major benefits have been to 
the girls’ social skills. They have shown they 
can work independently and have learnt the 
benefits of working in a team. Learning Mentor, 
Merlyn Rees, South Leeds Arts College

Their progress was monitored and assessed, 
and each gained certificates in First Aid, and 
Groundwork Participation, which will be presented 
at an award ceremony.

I believe the course has enabled the children 
to start to believe in themselves. I feel if this 
course had not happened the children would 
have been excluded. Learning Mentor, 
Merlyn Rees, South Leeds Arts College 

Groundwork is a federation of over 40 Groundwork 
Trusts, each a partnership between the public, 
private and voluntary sectors and delivering 
holistic solutions to the challenges faced by poor 
communities. From small community projects to 
major national programmes, Groundwork uses the 
environment as a means of engaging and motivating 
local people to improve their quality of life. 

©
 Parvez Hussain



// 26

CONTACT
Education Department
Dulwich Picture Gallery
Gallery Road
London SE21 7AD

020 8299 8731
info@dulwichpicture gallery.org.uk
www.dulwichpicture gallery.org.uk

Sarah Longair, Education Assistant

AUDIENCE
Primary & secondary schools from 
three years up, social programmes and 
outreach, public programmes: children, 
adults and family groups. 

AIMS
To raise awareness of architecture 
using the Soane Gallery, contemporary 
extension by Rick Mather, and local 
environs and to attract a diverse 
audience.

OUTCOMES
Contextual learning; an understanding of 
processes and issues relating to this site.

LESSONS LEARNT
That adult-intensive, interactive sessions 
in small groups is the most effective way 
of learning. This hands-on approach (using 
the models) appeals to all age groups and 
continues to draw new audiences.

WHAT NEXT?
Architecture Month at Dulwich Picture 
Gallery in September 2003 marked the 
250th Anniversary of Sir John Soane and 
include family events. A document about 
future plans is available on request.

FUNDING PARTNERS
Barclays Plc

The Heritage Lottery Fund

The Friends of Dulwich Picture Gallery

Explore Buildings is one of the sessions offered 
by Dulwich Picture Gallery in its Art of Building 
architecture programme. Designed for school 
children aged from seven to 16 years, it is run 
every Friday morning by an architecture 
co-ordinator and six specially trained members 
of the Gallery teaching team. Children spend 
an intensive two to two and a half hour session 
exploring architecture and the design of buildings.

Arriving in the morning, a class of up to 34 children 
and their teachers are divided into groups and 
designated a Dulwich Picture Gallery trained 
teacher. They become ‘building detectives’ and 
explore both the inside and outside features of the 
Gallery. Students are eager to be the first to spot 
the distinctive features – window suggestions but 
no windows, a symmetrical design, the strange 
shaped roof, old and new materials, intriguing 
decorative effects, the mysterious mausoleum and 
a light-flooded extension complete with art studio, 
contemporary cloister, café and multi-purpose room 
with an articulated floor.

An historic gallery uses its building and tailor-made resources to enthral 

young people in architecture.

Dulw
ich Picture G

allery

Utilising an historic building to initiate an 
investigative programme of activities for all ages
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Students return to the studio, and using specially 
commissioned models they can experiment with 
small scale hands-on resources that link directly 
with the fabric and design of the building in which 
they are situated and have just explored. 

Brick Challenge allows the children to work in pairs 
to create different brick bonds with specially 
made miniature clay bricks. Teamwork 
results in creative structures that could 
impress the most professional of 
bricklayers. Processes and materials are 
discussed as the children solve problems.

Soane’s Arches present the challenge of building 
a freestanding arch using 1800’s style building 
materials. The successful completion is often 
rewarded by spontaneous applause from fellow 
classmates.

Children discover the purpose of buildings and 
learn how to turn a ground plan into a 3D building 
with The Art of Shelter. Using hand painted 
building blocks pupils can re-make Soane’s 
original alternative designs for the gallery building. 
Inside Out uses a specially commissioned Rachel 
Whiteread-style model to understand the complex 
and novel internal structure of the Gallery.

Finally Building History sets the Gallery in its local 
context and various mapping activities reveal how 
the area has changed and developed.

The Art of Building architecture programme is 
designed to appeal to children, adults, families 
and professionals. The Gallery runs tours of the 
building and the local area, family weekends, and an 
Architecture Trail for children.

It’s amazing how buildings come from all these 
plans drawn on paper. Now I can imagine what 
our new building might look like. (referring to 
the architectural plans for the new build project at 
Kingsdale School) Year 10 pupil at Kingsdale School
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Year 10 Kingsdale School Year 4 St Jude’s Primary School
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An architecture centre uses an urban design trail to initiate public interest in the 

regeneration of the local area.

Architecture Centre Bristol

Simple tools to invite 
public interest in locality
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CONTACT
Architecture Centre, Bristol
Narrow Quay
Bristol  BS1 4QA

0117 922 1540
www.arch-centre.demon.uk
info@architecturecentre.co.uk

Mark Pearson, Director

AUDIENCE
Schools, public, community groups.

AIMS
To encourage self-directed explorations of 
an urban area that asked questions about 
the character and quality of the public realm 
whilst avoiding the all too common ‘town 
trail’ focus on individual and/or historic 
buildings.

OUTCOMES
A versatile tool for generating other projects 
that investigate the local environment. Has 
demonstrated that if given tools, people can 
learn from being out in the environment, 
seeing it, more than talking about it or 
looking at pictures.

LESSONS LEARNT
A general document with content that can 
be extended is more useful in the longer 
term than an educational tool that tries to be 
too specific. Need to ensure that updating is 
not too onerous.

WHAT NEXT?
It is hoped that the particular urban qualities 
of the area will be audited by a participatory 
workshop technique – inviting the public to 
add survey detail to an enlarged version of 
the map in an interactive exhibition.

FUNDING PARTNERS
In-kind support from a Higher Education 
Institute/Urban design professional

The Urban Design Trail is a walking tour of 
Bristol centre, lasting approximately one to two 
hours. Created in 1999 by Richard Guise, the 
course leader of the MA in Urban Design at the 
University of the West of England, it provides a 
simple introduction to the centre of Bristol. Supplied 
as an A4 black and white sheet it can be easily 
reproduced and updated. The map is carefully hand-
drawn to give it a friendly character and the text 
draws attention to issues that might otherwise be 
over-looked by the casual observer, whilst inviting 
opinion and prompting creative thought about what 
might happen next. 

A simple map, well-drawn and carefully 
annotated, is a very valuable tool in opening 
minds to the built environment and can be the 
springboard for many other activities. 
Mark Pearson, Director, Bristol Architecture Centre

The buildings are cross-hatched in order to create 
contrast and show the form of the white space 
between them. An interesting exercise is to ask 
students to reverse this technique – inviting them 
to overlay a sheet of tracing paper and shade in 
the space. This new drawing and the original map 
then provide a simple ‘figure-ground’ analysis of the 
urban context allowing either buildings or space to 
be considered as positive form. If compared then 
almost inevitably attention is drawn to different 
features in each representation.

Although it is most useful as a general guide for 
visiting groups or individuals who wish to explore 
the character of the city on foot, the Trail has been 
used to develop other initiatives. Urban Detectives 
was a family treasure hunt event. A sheet of 
simple visual questions or ‘clues’ invited teams to 
consider the smaller details and wider vistas that 
open up on the Trail. In discovering the ‘evidence’, 
participants began to appreciate the richness of 
materials and constructional techniques (both new 
and old), the historical continuity of the city and re-
use of its buildings, together with, the landmarks 
and open spaces that make the city legible. During 
the outbreak of Foot and Mouth disease in 2001, 
the Trail provided an urban route for the Ramblers 
Association and was promoted on their website as 
an opportunity to explore the inner city.

All im
ages ©

 The Architecture Centre Bristol

Family using the urban trail as the route 
for a treasure hunt around Bristol’s 
Harbourside.

© Richard Guise
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CONTACT
Kent Architecture Centre
Chatham Historic Dockyard
Chatham
Kent ME4 4TZ

01634 401166
info@kentarchitecture.co.uk
www.architecturecentre.org

Annette Hards, Education Officer

AUDIENCE
Secondary teachers, architects, designers 
and artists.

AIMS
To enhance visual literacy in secondary 
schools through a partnership between 
teachers, artist and designers, and to create 
a wider understanding and acceptance of 
urban design and environmental quality.

OUTCOMES
The publication Breaking Boundaries, by 
Eileen Adams, fully documents the skills, 
ideas and knowledge gained from the 
residency programme and suggests how 
a similar approach can be developed in 
other schools. This and an evaluation 
framework for artists working in schools by 
Eileen Adams, are both available from Kent 
Architecture Centre.

LESSONS LEARNT
The value of collaboration between artists 
and teachers in developing projects that 
otherwise would not be accessible to 
students. In future projects seek funding to 
cover teachers’ time to enable them to be 
even more involved.

WHAT NEXT?
Seek to generate more opportunities for 
similar projects using this model.

FUNDING PARTNERS
National Lottery Arts for Everyone Scheme

Kent Architecture Centre initiated Sight Specific, 
a Residency Programme in four Kent secondary 
schools over two years. Artists, architects and 
a landscape architect worked in partnership 
with teachers and students aged 11-18 from Art 
& Design and Design/Technology, to develop 
environmental awareness, discriminatory and 
critical skills and design capability. Each project 
used the local area and school environment as a 
resource.

Stumpy the Spider was a ten-day project involving 
twenty Year 10 Art & Design and Design/
Technology, students, at Hextable School. The 
project was supported by teachers, an artist, an 
architect, and a carpenter. The groups worked 
on similar ideas and with the same materials but 
pursued different interpretations of the brief. The 
subject disciplines complemented each other in 
their approaches. 

The brief was to design a structure that would 
complement a line of elm stumps along the school 
boundary. It was proposed that the structure should 
provide shelter and seating and define a covered 
pathway.

This was a deliberately ambitious project, 
which required the involvement of architect, 
carpenter and teachers. It was worth doing 
to create a sense of achievement and self-
esteem for the pupils. Architect

A slide presentation stimulated a dialogue about 
ad-hoc architecture, gazebos, huts, pergolas, 
garden furniture, and timber-framed structures. 
Everyone visited the site and discussed the 
potential. Using photomontage techniques students 
realised changes to the site, added notes and 
after developing and refining their responses, two 
distinct design routes emerged: linear pergola-type 
structures, and gazebo or hut-like enclosures. The 
Design/Technology group thought about how the 

An artist-in-residency programme creates new approaches for learning and 

initiates a series of design and build projects in schools. 

Kent Architecture Centre

Breaking the boundaries of learning
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structure would be made and drafted proposals, the 
Art and Design group considered more complicated 
and adventurous possibilities, but did not know 
how to make them. The groups were expected to 
develop their ideas into a full proposal, finding ways 
to share the decision-making. 

With the designs finalised students began to 
experiment with various construction techniques 
and make the components. Further development 
included the preparation of materials, measuring 
wood stocks, planning cutting lists, marking out 
and recording the process in their sketchbooks. 
Assisted by the artist and carpenter they learnt 
specialised carpentry and construction techniques. 
The completed structure is now a popular meeting 
place for students. 

This was an immensely rewarding project. 
Both groups achieved much in what was a 
complex design and build process. Architect

The aim of the residency programme was to 
investigate spaces as well as buildings and explore 
new approaches within school teaching and learning 
so that the partnership projects became a learning 
process for everyone involved. The students 
were able to make changes and discover how the 
environment impacts on us all.

N
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CONTACT
17 Carlton House Terrace 
London SW1Y 5AW 
Tel 020 7930 0914

www.heritageopendays.org.uk

Katja Condy, Programme Co-ordinator

AUDIENCE
Public all ages.

AIMS
To provide public access to buildings and 
related activities.

OUTCOMES
A better informed populace with a higher 
appreciation of the built environment and 
active interest in preserving the historic 
built environment and appreciating and 
championing contemporary design.

LESSONS LEARNT
The public are extremely interested in the 
built environment and like to see anything 
they cannot normally gain access to.

WHAT NEXT?
Aim to involve more contemporary buildings, 
businesses and develop a more inclusive 
audience by developing an outreach 
programme to target groups not currently 
involved.

FUNDING PARTNERS
English Heritage

Letchworth Garden City Heritage Foundation

Royal & Sun Alliance

Heritage Open Days celebrates England’s 
architecture and culture by allowing visitors free 
access to all types of properties in English cities, 
towns and villages, that are either not usually open, 
or would normally charge an entrance fee. Heritage 
Open Days also include events and activities 
such as walks, tours, festivals, concerts, historic 
enactments, and craft workshops that focus on 
local architecture and culture.

Heritage Open Days has become an important 
part of the heritage calendar, allowing 
everyone, wherever they live and whatever 
their background, to enjoy, understand and 
feel a part of the country’s rich and diverse 
cultural heritage. 
Dr Simon Thurley, Chief Executive, English Heritage

Organised by volunteers - usually property owners 
or managers - for local people, Heritage Open Days 
is England’s biggest and most popular voluntary 
cultural event, some 1803 properties attracting 
some 800,000 people every year. The Civic Trust 
gives central co-ordination and a national voice 
to the event, by providing volunteers with advice, 
support and resources for opening up a location. 
Civic society members, property owners, estate 
managers, visitors, conservation officers, company 
directors, parishioners, tourism managers, 
education officers - people from all walks of life who 
care about and take pride in the environment they 
live in make Heritage Open Days happen.

We learnt much about the history of the town 
that we did not know in spite of having lived in 
the area for many years. Visitor 

A national initiative that provides free access to all types of properties.

The Civic Trust

Providing access to public 
and private buildings
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From follies and castles to contemporary housing, 
offices, multi-storey car parks and industrial 
buildings and bridges, the choices of places to visit 
are infinite. 

The Willis office building in Friars Street, Ipswich 
is a fine Grade 1 listed example of award-winning 
contemporary design 
by architect Norman 
Foster in 1975. It is a 
striking kidney shaped 
building with sheer 
glass walls that reflect 
its surroundings. The 
company has provided 
access for over ten 
years and in 2002 
attracted 427 visitors. 
Employees are present 
to provide information on 
the style and history, an exhibition of photographs 
displays the construction process, and a visitor fact 
sheet outlines points of interest.

We’re always getting people outside who 
want to take photos so I want to give people a 
chance to look inside. Either people love it or 
hate it but they want to come in and see what 
it’s really like. As a company we’re conscious 
of the community so we like to open it up to 
feel a part of it.  Gerald Barker, Event Organiser 
and Employee, Willis, Ipswich

I’ll look at this place with fresh eyes now. Visitor
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David Mellor Cutlery Factory, Hathersage, Derbyshire

Two boys in Coventry enjoying Heritage Open Days

Lady Godiva at Heritage Open Days, Coventry

Willis Country Head 
Office, Ipswich, Suffolk
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RIBA

66 Portland Place
London W1B 1AD 
T: 020 7580 5533
gallery@inst.riba.org
www.architecture.com
Rob Wilson, Exhibitions Curator 

Designs on Britain, is an educational outreach 
project run by the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, in partnership with Arts Inform and the 
Learning and Skills Development Agency. It provides 
a partnership model where architects work with Art 
& Design, and Design & Technology students aged 
14-19. The aim is to assist schools nationally in 
organising projects that enable them to collaborate 
on local developments in urban and rural areas. 
Teachers and architects work together to create 
a brief for students. They develop plans for local 
regeneration areas and work with the architects 
responsible for the regeneration projects. Projects 
culminate in an exhibition, presentation of work, and 

award ceremony at RIBA.  

The Prince’s Foundation

19-22 Charlotte Road
London  EC2A 3SG
T: 020 7613 8500
enquiry@princes-foundation.org
www.princes-foundation.org 
Louise Beaumont, Events, Exhibitions & Marketing

Place Making is a teaching and learning framework 
developed with the Institute of Education for 
investigating the making of places.

It develops an awareness of, and consideration for, 
individual and collective needs within a community. 
A combination of individual and group work, 
making activities and discussion, enables pupils to 
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participate in activities that promote citizenship by 
investigating the cultural lives of their communities 
in relation to the wider context. It is disseminated 
through InSET and Initial Teacher Training.

Urban Design Alliance

70 Cowcross Street
London EC1M 6DG
T: 020 7251 5529 
info@udal.org.uk
www.placecheck.co.uk/

Placecheck is a national campaign designed to 
involve people in environmental improvement and 
regeneration. It provides a framework for appraisal 
to describe the visual and special qualities of a 
space, define local character and prompt people into 
considering practical possibilities for improvement. 
It is a model that can be used by a variety of groups 
and ages, and is applicable to any location. Projects 
have involved local communities, businesses, 
voluntary organisations, local authorities, 
architecture and design centres, professionals and 
schools. It supports government policy on providing 
access and communication in public life.

School Works

2nd Floor
The Tower Building
11 York Road
London SE17NX
mail@school-works.org
www.school-works.org

School Works is a national project that asks how 
we might build, renovate and use school buildings 
in ways which raise educational achievement 
and support a culture of lifelong learning in local 
communities.

It involves the pupils and teachers in design 
and maintenance decisions within schools. The 
School Works toolkit provides a framework for 
applying this process, from selection of the 
architect to implementation of the final project. 
Work is particularly focused on the issues faced 
by secondary schools. With the help of secondary 
school pupils, School Works have also developed 
a web game which supports the curriculum and 
encourages children to solve design issues within a 
virtual school.

Learning through Landscapes

3rd Floor, Southside Offices
The Law Courts
Winchester SO23 9DL
Schoolgrounds-uk@ltl.org.uk
www.ltl.org.uk

Learning through Landscapes is a UK wide 
membership organisation which aims to develop 
awareness of the opportunities and experiences 
that well designed, managed and used school 
grounds can provide.

It provides support materials and teaching and 
learning resources for nursery, primary, secondary 
and special schools to help pupils and teachers 
get the most out of their school grounds. It 
encourages individuals and organisations to share 
their experiences through an interactive website. It 
also provides technical advice based on research 
and on practical experience and feedback from 
schools. Learning through Landscapes encourages 
schools to involve parents and the community in 
their projects and runs a series of training courses 
and conferences giving practical advice.

Who else can help?
Details of many of the key organisations involved in built environment education 
are included in the case studies. The following organisations also deliver 
education services, often with national coverage:

Creative Partnerships

Arts Council England
14 Great Peter Street
London SW1P 3NQ
info@creative-partnerships.com
www.creative-partnerships.com

Creative Partnerships is a national campaign which 
aims to give deprived children around England the 
opportunity to develop creativity in learning and 
participate in cultural activities. It develops long 
term relationships between schools and cultural and 
creative organisations including architects, theatre 
companies, museums, cinemas, historic buildings, 
dance studios, recording studios, orchestras, 
website designers and many others. It is currently 
taking place in 16 areas around the country, each 
regional director establishing relationships with 25 
local schools. If sufficient funds are secured it will 
expand to other parts of the UK.

Architecture Week

Arts Council England
14 Great Peter Street
London SW1P 3NQ
archweek@artscouncil.org.uk
www.architectureweek.org.uk

Architecture Week is an annual event designed 
to engage people with architecture through a 
programme of events, workshops, talks, trips and 
exhibitions. Architecture Week is an Arts Council 
and RIBA initiative and takes place in locations 
across the United Kingdom. Activities are aimed at 
all age groups and educational material is produced 
to accompany the event.



As well as the founding members, new members 
have joined, and there are further centres in 
the process of development. The Network 
now comprises upwards of 15 independent 
organisations across the UK.  They are not uniform, 
having diverse structures, objectives and activities.  
Initially their emergence and growth was driven 
principally by the enthusiasm and commitment of 
individuals or groups of individuals, in cities around 
the UK, although this is now changing to reflect a 
more cohesive national or regional strategy.

Many of the centres are heavily involved with 
different portfolios of learning, education and 
training work, both with young people, in formal and 
informal contexts, but also in broader community 
or neighbourhood situations, with more extensive 
constituencies. A number of the centre’s education 
programmes are illustrated in this publication, 
indicating the variety and diversity of the work, 
focusing on, for example, skills development, 
education opportunity and information provision, 
as well as the broader objective of developing 
language and confidence for participants to 
articulate experiences.

Get in touch!

Architecture Centre Network
Contact details for the members of the Architecture Centre Network, as 

well as some of the emerging Architecture and Built Environment Centres 

at the time of writing are included below.

Architecture Centre Network

Peter Luxton, ACN National Co-ordinator
16th Floor, Tower Building
11 York Road
London  SE1 7NX
T: 020 7960 2441
pluxton@cabe.org.uk

East Midlands

Roman Piechocinski
OPUN 
University of Derby
Green Lane
Derby  DE1 1RX

T: 01332 200747
admin@opun.org.uk
roman@opun.org.uk

Eastern

Ben Koralek
SHAPE Cambridge
c/o 5th Studio Ltd
Darkroom
Gwydir Street
Cambridge  CB1 LLJ

T: 01223 462606
ben@shape-cambridge.org.uk

London

Rowan Moore/Alicia Pivaro
Architecture Foundation
60 Bastwick St, 
London  EC1V 3TN

T: 0207 253 3334
rowan@architecturefoundation.org.uk

Rob Wilson 
RIBA Gallery
66 Portland Place
London  W1B1AD

T: 0207 580 5533
rob.wilson@inst.riba.org

Nicole Crockett
The Building Exploratory
Albion Drive 
London E8 4ET

T: 020 7275 8555
mail@buildingexploratory.org.uk

Victoria Thornton
London Open House
Unit C1, Linton House
NW5 1RS

T: 020 7267 7644
vthornton@londonopenhouse.org

North East

Andrew Guest
Northern Architecture
Blackfriars 
Newcastle  NE1 4XN

T: 0191 260 2191
mail@north.org.uk

North West

Graeme Russell
CUBE
113-115 Portland Place 
Manchester  M1 6FB

T: 0161 236 5815
info@cube.org.uk

Tony Woof / John Elcock.
Liverpool Architecture & Design Trust
45 Jordan Street 
Liverpool  L1 0BW

T: 0151 233 1207
info@ladt.org.uk

Scotland

Stuart Macdonald / Leonie Bell
The Lighthouse
11 Mitchell Lane
Glasgow  G1 3NU

T: 0141 221 6362
stuart@thelighthouse.co.uk
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South East

Barry Shaw/Gary Power
Kent Architecture Centre
Chatham Historic Dockyard
Chatham  ME4 4TZ

T: 01634 401166
barry.shaw@kentarchitecture.co.uk

David Kay
Solent Architecture Centre
2 Beggars Drove
Sutton Scotney
Hants.
SO21 3LL

T: 01962 760 831
david.k@freeuk.com

Melvyn Jones
Milton Keynes Architecture Centre
Milton Keynes Council
Environment Directorate
PO Box 108, Civic Offices
Saxon Gate East
Milton Keynes  MK9 3HN

T: 01908 252 346
melvyn.jones@milton-keynes.gov.uk

South West

Mark Pearson
Architecture Centre, Bristol
Narrow Quay, 
Bristol  BS1 4QA

T: 0117 922 1540
mark.pearson@architecturecentre.co.uk

Adrian Gale / Richard Fells
South West Architecture Forum
161 Notte Street
Plymouth  PL1 2AR

T: 01548 830850
adriangale@uku.co.uk
ramfells@eurobell.co.uk

West Midlands

Philip Singleton / Julia Ellis
MADE
BMI, Margaret Street,
Birmingham B3 3SP

T: 0121 236 0200
philip@made.uk.net

Mick Downs
Urban Vision North Staffordshire
School of Art
Queens Street
Burslem
Stoke on Trent

T: 01782 232 477
mick.downs@stoke.gov.uk

Yorkshire & Humber

Emma England
Concourse Centre for Design
8 Woodhouse Square
Leeds  LS3 1AD

T: 0113 245 6250
emma.england@member.riba.org

Robert Powell / Sarah Leeson
Yorkshire Creative Centre for 
Built Environment
The Orangery
Back Lane
Wakefield  WF1 2TG

T: 01924 215553
sarah@public-arts.co.uk

Ian Colquhon
Humber Centre for Excellence 
in the Built Environment
c/o Ian Colquhon
73 Park Avenue
Hull  HU5 3EP

T: 01482 446125
ian@noh.karoo.co.uk
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CABE Education

Inspiring young people to get more from their 
built environment.

CABE Education exists to ensure that young people 
understand the value of well-designed urban areas. 
Our ultimate ambition is to nurture a generation of 
confident and demanding citizens, and to play an 
active role in improving the towns and cities that 
we live in. 

Set up in 2002 with a small staff team the CABE 
Education charitable foundation will achieve this by:

  Publishing education resources to assist more 
teachers in using the built environment as a 
learning resource.

  Maintaining a high profile among opinion 
formers and relevant professionals and 
contributing to the DCMS/DfES Joint Advisory 
Committee on Built Environment Education.

  Speaking to a youth audience by working with 
TV and digital media producers. 

  Researching the needs of the sector and current 
practice in built environment education. 

  Developing a network of educators with a strong 
interest in built environment education, and 
supporting this network through our website, 
tri-annual magazine, 360°, and seminars.

  Ensuring that the educational potential of wider 
CABE activities is realised. 

If you would like to find out more, or sign up to the 
network, contact us.

The Architecture Centre Network

The Architecture Centre Network has made great 
strides since its formal establishment in the autumn 
of 2001, as the umbrella organisation for the 
Architecture and Built Environment Centres that 
have emerged in the UK over the last ten years. 
The Network was able to appoint its first National 
Co-ordinator in the Autumn of 2002, and it has now 
established an effective infrastructure for taking the 
work of its member centres forward.

Architecture Centres provide first hand opportunities 
for people to develop awareness of the value 
of design and the built environment, as well as 
empowering local communities. In the future 
and within the context of the National Network, 
Architecture Centres will seek to use this knowledge 
and experience to assist in shaping government 

policy in this field.

The Network provides support services for 
architecture centres, both directly through 
networking opportunities, and through a pool of 
expert advisers; undertakes research to build 
up our position as a centre of knowledge and 
information, and publishes some of this work; is an 
advocate for the architecture and built environment 
centres nationally and internationally; and initiates 
and manages projects in conjunction with clusters 
of centres. The Architecture Centre Network is 
funded by CABE and Arts Council England.

Commission for Architecture 
& the Built Environment
The Tower Building
11 York Road
London 
SE1 7NX

T 020 7960 2400
F 020 7960 2444
E education@cabe.org.uk
W www.cabe-education.org.uk

Architecture Centre Network

The Tower Building
11 York Road
London 
SE1 7NX

T 020 7960 2441
F 020 7960 2444
E pluxton@cabe.org.uk
W www.architecturecentre.net


